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GERALD JOSEPH SIRUCEK
February 07, 2005 at 5:00 am |

"Our beloved Gerald Joseph Sirucek went to be with the Lord" Thursday, Feb. 3, 2005, in Ronan.

He was born Feb. 26, 1984, in Polson to Lisa F. King. Gerald was born and raised in Ronan. He was a graduate
of Two Eagle River School and was pursuing a bachelor's degree in forestry at Salish Kootenai College.

Gerald loved to hike in the foothills of the Missions and was an avid outdoorsman and a sports enthusiast. He
loved writing poetry for his friends and family, whom he loved spending time with. He was looking forward to
being a proud father of his children.

He is survived in death by his parents Lisa F. King and Alfred Bauer; sisters Daina Sirucek and her husband
John Foust, and Lisa L. King Jr., all of Ronan; brother Josh King of Polson; grandparents Louise Andrew of
Nirada, Armeda and Gerald Hoover of Ronan, Arnold and Eve Bauer of Charlo, and Carl and Norma Sirucek of
St. Ignatius.

Gerald "was blessed with lots of aunts and uncles," including Aunt Tessie Curley and family of Pablo, Aunt
Brenda and Virgil Brave Rock and family of Ronan, Aunt Sandra and Mike Kenmile and family of Big Draw, Aunt
Michaleane Stasso and Steve Arca and family of St. Ignatius, Aunt Annaliesa and Glen Parker and family of
Pablo, Aunt Carol and Fred McLoud and family of St. Ignatius, Aunt Lori Sirucek and Aunt Mary Jo Sirucek of
Ronan. He also had many uncles, including Lou Andrew of Missoula, Mark Noyes of Belgrade, Lyle Andrew of
Creston, British Columbia, Brian Stasso of Spokane, Wash. and Roger J. Hoover of Missoula.

"Gerald was blessed with many cousins and nieces and nephews and friends from all walks of life."

Wake is being held at the Longhouse in St. Ignatius, The wake started Feb. 5 at 2:30 p.m. Rosary was held Feb.
6 at 8 p.m. Wake closing will begin at 9:30 a.m. Monday at the Longhouse with Mass beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Monday in the St. Ignatius. Catholic Mission, followed by burial at the Ronan Cemetery.

https://adserver.merciless.localstars.com/track.php?key=5ba3eb392a0b24f7aa8b497c&parent=58d157a9db0fe2f6968b5e2e&ad=2044978&target=http%3A%2F%2Fas2.adserverhd.com%2Fdelivery%2Fck.php%3Foaparams%3D2__bannerid%3D10553__zoneid%3D271__cb%3D806c6d312a__oadest%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fjgfuneralhome.com
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JOSEPH M. 'JOE' SLOAN, 82
February 02, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Joseph M. "Joe" Sloan, 82, "was called home to be with the Lord," Saturday, Jan. 29, 2005.

He was born Jan. 8, 1923, in Lyman County, S.D., to Leonard and Loretta Sloan. He graduated from Vivian High
School in 1941.

He joined the Marine Corps in 1943, where he served on the Battleship USS Massachusetts "Mighty Mamie" as
the captain's orderly. His Marine attachment served in the Paci�c Theater, which saw action in the invasions of
Iwo Jima and Okinawa. Joe's Marine unit was responsible for securing the Naval air station at Atsugi, Japan,
enabling General MacArthur to land and sign the Japanese surrender. Joe was very proud to have served his
country.

He was discharged from the Marines in 1945, in Seattle, where he met Doris Nicola. They were married at St.
James Cathedral in Seattle, in 1946. They moved to Missoula and lived there a short time, then moved to
Kalispell, where they raised their four sons.

Joe worked for Main Street Furniture and in 1961 opened Sloan's Appliance Store. Joe's integrity and honest
work ethic made him a successful businessman in Kalispell.

He coached Pee Wee baseball and church league basketball, and he loved to golf with his many gol�ng
buddies. He retired in 1986 and he and Doris spent their time between Kalispell and Mesa, Ariz.

Joe volunteered his time to the Flathead Food Bank and Meals On Wheels. He was honored to have achieved
the rank of Fourth Degree in the Knights of Columbus.

He always reached out to anyone in need. Joe had a tremendous love for his family and friends. He will be
deeply missed and never forgotten.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Leon; and sister, Molly.

He is now survived by his wife, Doris Sloan; four sons, James Sloan and wife, Virginia, and Steve Sloan and wife,
Cheri, all of Kalispell, Michael Sloan and wife, Becky, of Banning, Calif., and Robert Sloan of Renton, Wash.; one
brother, John Sloan and family of Fargo, N.D.; three sisters, Peggy Sverko and family, and Leona Stark and
family, all of California, and Maureen Walsh and family of Omak, Wash.; seven grandchildren, Nathan Sloan,
Peter Sloan, Brian Sloan and wife, Amber, Adam Sloan, Bailey Sloan, Katie Sloan, and Spencer Sloan; and one
great-grandson, Parker Sloan.

A Mass of Christian burial for Joseph M. Sloan will be held 11 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 4, at Risen Christ Catholic
Church with Father Rudolph Bullman as celebrant. Committal will follow in the C.E. Conrad Memorial
Cemetery. A vigil will be held 7 p.m. Thursday at Johnson Mortuary chapel with visitation Thursday from 1 p.m.
to time of vigil at the funeral home.



9/22/2018 Daily Inter Lake - Obituaries, Joseph M. 'Joe' Sloan, 82

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-b369bd67-eaea-5614-ba03-2d0fc1a03cc2.html 2/2

The family suggests memorials be given in Joe's name to Hospice Home Health Options, 175 Commons Loop,
Ste. 100, Kalispell, MT 59901.

Arrangements are under the direction of Johnson Mortuary and Crematory.
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EDWARD LEE 'POPS' SMITH, 64
April 08, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Edward Lee "Pops" Smith, 64, father, friend, brother and family historian took his place in the history he
so dearly loved on Wednesday, April 6, 2005, at Kalispell Regional Medical Center in Kalispell.

He was born, the oldest of three children, Nov. 14, 1940, in Kalispell, to Roy and Opal (Walter) Smith. Growing
up primarily in southwest Montana, Ed graduated from Three Forks High School in 1958, receiving his diploma
in 1994, (after his son Eric paid o� Ed's outstanding bill for shop class.)

Ed married Sharon Rogers soon after meeting her at the Gallatin County Fair in Bozeman. Thus began a 30-
year marriage that would give them �ve sons and see them live in several locations that included Montana,
Washington and Alaska.

In 1972, Ed took his family on what would be his favorite adventure; moving to Fairbanks, Alaska to allow Ed to
become the operations manager for CPR Upjohn during the construction of the Alaska Pipeline.

Ed returned to Montana in 1975 to spend more time with his family and begin the entrepreneurial phase of his
life as a successful tavern, hotel and resort owner. The next 15 years would see Ed prosper in his pursuits, help
build a new school in Marion, return to Alaska for a brief time and eventually end up back in Kalispell so his
youngest son could graduate from the same high school as his other three boys.

The last 15 years of Ed's life saw some of the happiest times of his entire life. After marrying Patty Hutsell in
1991, Ed was blessed with the majority of his grandchildren and several adventures with Patty in Washington.
It was in Washington that Ed would become "Uncle Ed" to the next generation of nieces, nephews and "lovingly
adopted" kids in his life.

Retiring in his beloved Marion, Ed spent his last years with his "children" coming up for Sunday dinner and the
daily pilgrimage to co�ee at the Hilltop to catch up on local gossip. Always ready to impart some story of family
and friends, time with Ed will be sorely missed by all who had the pleasure to create a memory with him.

Ed's life was one steeped in history, tradition and family. Nothing in his life exempli�ed this more than his
most cherished times - times that would be come known as "Pop's Hunting Camp" became an annual rebirth
for Ed and all of his boys. This annual event has seen men and boys from all corners of the globe coming to
attend, not for the hunting, but for the stories. Stories that they all would help to write and stories that Ed
would always love to tell.

Ed was preceded in death by his parents and one son, Michael.

Ed is survived by his wife Patty Smith of Marion; four sons, Dan Smith and wife, Donna, Darrell Smith and wife,
Chris, Eric Smith and wife, Shelly, all of Kalispell, and Lane Smith and wife, Laurie, of Marion; two stepsons,
Scott Hergesheimer and wife, Jan,of Great Falls, and Andy Hergesheimer and TBD of Columbia Falls; 10
grandchildren, Derek, Cassidy, Kaycee, Kate, Alex, Caitlin, Bristal, Conor, Trace and Nickolas; one brother, Dan
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Smith and wife, Kay; and one sister, Sandi Swartzenberger and husband, Butch, all of Kalispell; additionally, Ed
had numerous nieces and nephews throughout the United States, both of blood relation and by loving
adoption by Ed himself.

Always the caring listener, Ed will get a chance to listen to the history of his life 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 9, at
the Christian Center as family and friends gather to eulogize his life. Ed may be viewed at Johnson Mortuary
Chapel from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for Ed's family.
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MARIE E. SMITH, 86
April 26, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Marie E. Smith, 86, passed away on Saturday, April 23, 2005, at Brendan House in Kalispell.

Marie was born on July 1, 1918, in Montrose, Colo., to Kenneth K. and Anna M. Langfelt Oliver. She was raised
in Billings and Hardin where she attended schools.

Marie married William J. Gress on April 28, 1934, in Hardin. He passed away in 1971.

In April 1981, Marie married William A. Smith. He passed away in 1997.

She worked as a certi�ed nurses assistant at Warm Springs and Immanuel Lutheran Home. Marie also worked
at the Veterans Home in Columbia Falls for several years.

Marie was an excellent cook, and had also worked at the Ol' River Bridge in as a cook for awhile.

She loved painting, writing, reading, dancing and playing the violin. She will be truly missed by everyone who
knew her.

She was preceded in death by her parents; two husbands; one daughter, Jeanne Marie, at the age of 6; and
one brother, Andrew Oliver.

Marie is survived by her children, James A. Gress; William L. and his wife, Margery Gress; Benjamin I. Gress; Lilli
Ann and her husband, Ronald Martin; Betty Lou (Elizabeth) Armstrong; one half brother; 16 grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.

Memorial services will be at 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 27, at Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home is caring for the family,
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CPL. RALEIGH CLINTON SMITH, 21
January 01, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Cpl. Raleigh Clinton Smith, U.S. Marine Corps, was killed in action on Dec. 23, 2004, in Fallujah, Iraq. He
was born Dec. 7, 1983, in Libby. He was raised and graduated high school in Troy. He left for boot camp
two days after he graduated.

He loved �shing, hunting, trapping, camping, prospecting, long-distance running and tennis.

He belonged to and was a charter member of the Troy Baptist Church.

He loved life, his family, and friends. In May of 2004 he became a very proud uncle. He loved school and
learning and had great respect for his teachers. He was looking forward to going to college and becoming a
history teacher when he got out of the service.

He will be missed, always loved and never forgotten. "One day we will be reunited with him in heaven."

He was preceded in death by his grandfather, Frank Nelson.

Survivor's include his parents, Raymond and Gail Smith, of Troy; his brother, Ramsey; sister-in-law, Traci, and
nephew, Tyler James; grandparents, Evelyn Nelson of Troy; Edel Elmont of Troy, and Ray Smith Sr., of Payette,
Idaho; numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and close friends.

"Raleigh you will always be our hero! We love you."

Visitation will be from 5 to 8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 3, at the Nelson & Vial Funeral Home in Libby.

Services will be at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday at Troy High School.
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ORVILLE S. SOLBERG, 77
January 19, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Orville S. Solberg, 77, "went home to be with Jesus," Thursday, Jan. 13, 2005, surrounded by his loving
family at his home in Yuma, Ariz.

He was born March 11, 1927, in Whitewater, Mont., to Simon S. and Olive (Frigaard) Solberg. Orville had a
residence in Hot Springs, but enjoyed his winter home in Yuma.

Orville married Marilyn Hadford in 1950. They were later divorced.

Orville loved trucking. He spent his earlier years driving truck and logging with his brothers. He started Solberg
Trucking in 1981, mainly hauling wood chips from Olney to Missoula. He operated the business until his
retirement in 1996.

On Oct. 28, 2000, Orville married Polly Olson. He loved music and would gather weekly with other couples to
play guitar and sing. He loved exploring the desert. Polly and Orville loved traveling together and were always
known as the "newlyweds."

Orville was preceded in death by his parents, two siblings, and a son, Wesley Solberg.

Orville is survived by his wife, Polly Solberg, of Hot Springs;

three children, Glena Solberg-Kosovich of Seattle, Darlene Nardi of Kalispell, and Chris Solberg of Idaho Falls,
Idaho; two stepdaughters, Misty Olson and Jessie Olson; and one stepgrandson, J.J.; one brother, "Mike"
Solberg of Othello, Wash.; two sisters, Grace Cowell of Colbert, Wash., and Hazel Lacock of Saco. He is also
survived by four grandchildren, Erin and Camden Kelley, and Chandra and Jonathon Solberg.

Funeral services will be held 10 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 22, in the Johnson Mortuary Chapel; a private burial will
follow. A memorial service will be held later in the day at 4 p.m. at the New Life Christian Center in Polson.

Visitation will be held at Johnson Mortuary from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 20, and Friday from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m.

The family suggests that memorials be given to Hospice Home Health Options, 175 Commons Loop, Ste. 100,
Kalispell, MT 59901 or the charity of your choice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Johnson Mortuary and Crematory.
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SUZIE SORENSON, 54
February 01, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Suzie Sorenson was born in 1948 in Texas and raised in Swan Lake by her parents, Adolf and Elaine
Kopp, with sisters, Marion, Lisa and Cindy.

Suzie traveled back and forth from Colorado, Arizona and Montana with her husband, Curtis Abbott, who was
always there for her.

A talented, creative artist, she could take something ordinary and make it beautiful.

She was cherished by her daughters, Kerrie, Ranette and Jessica; and son, Ehren; and loved by grandchildren,
William, Jesire, Johnathan, Asha, Joshua and Caydence, who was born one week before she passed on.

Suzie died in her sleep on Jan. 19, 2005, at age 54, and will be remembered by friends and family as a vibrant,
�ercely loving and loved woman who couldn't be brought down.

"Sleep tight, don't let the bed bugs bite; if they do, hit 'em with a shoe. We love you this much!"

Cremation has taken place. Suzie's ashes will be scattered in Swan Lake in the spring.
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ARNELDA HAGEN SPARKS, 89
February 23, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Arnelda Hagen Sparks, 89, "our beloved mother, grandmother,

great-grandmother, and sister went to be with her Lord" on Feb. 19, 2005, in Carmichael, Calif. She was born
on Sept. 20, 1915, in Crosby, N.D., to Peder O. and Eline (Olsen) Hagen.

Arnelda was raised on the family farm west of Crosby and attended local schools. She was baptized and
con�rmed in the Lutheran church. On Sept. 29, 1933, she married Lester V. Sparks, also of Crosby, in the
Lutheran Church in Ambrose, N.D. Lester, Arnelda and family spent their early years together living on a farm
west of Crosby. They later moved to Kalispell where Lester was employed by the school system. Arnelda
obtained her practical nursing certi�cate and was employed at the local hospital.

Arnelda was preceded in death by her parents, husband, and nine siblings.

She is survived by her sister, Agnes Olson, of Crosby, N.D.; two daughters, Darlene and husband, Ray Fritz, of
Katy, Texas, and LaVon and husband, Mike Sta�nbil of Lincoln, Calif., �ve grandchildren, Dr. Rodney Fritz, Lori
and husband Steve Hart, Connie Fritz Creighton, Todd and wife Kim Sta�nbil, and Dr. Susan Sta�nbil; eight
great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Arnelda loved cooking, gardening, and sewing. She was a very caring and dedicated nurse.

Burial with family graveside service will take place in Kalispell at a later date.

In lieu of �owers, donations may be made to Calvary Lutheran Church, 2200 U.S. Highway 2 East, Kalispell MT
59901.
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PAUL B. 'BUD' STANCILL
February 08, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Paul B. "Bud" Stancill, formerly of Kalispell, passed away Friday, Feb. 4, 2005, at the family home in
Glendale, Ariz.

Paul was born in Casper, Wyo., on Dec. 26, 1920. He graduated from Flathead High School in 1939.

Paul took civilian pilot training in Spokane, then went to Fort Stockton, Texas, as an instrument instructor,
joining the U.S. Air Force in 1943 as a lieutenant.

Paul married Dorothy Monk, his high school sweetheart, in 1943.

In Kalispell, he was active in community a�airs, serving as president of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. Paul
was a lifetime member of the Kalispell Elks No. 725.

He moved to Arizona in 1960 and retired in 1982.

He was preceded in death by his father, Paul; his mother, Ruthe; and a brother, Jack.

In addition to his wife, Dorothy, Paul is survived by two sons, Douglas A. Stancill, and his wife, Pat; and Paul
Mark Stancill, and his wife, Faye. Paul has four grandchildren and �ve great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. today, Feb. 8, in Glendale. Burial will be in the Veterans Cemetery
with military honors.

The family suggests memorials be made to the Shriners Hospital, Spokane, Wash.
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DOROTHY ANN STANCILL, 83
July 12, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Dorothy Ann Stancill, 83, of Glendale, Ariz., passed away July 1, 2005. She was born Nov. 21, 1921, in
Blackfoot, Idaho, to Allyn and Lucille Monk. She graduated from Flathead County High School in 1939.

Dorothy moved to Arizona in 1960 from Montana and worked for Malcolm's Department Store for 20 years.

She was preceded in death by her husband of 61 years, Paul B. Stancill; and her brother, John Monk.

Survivors include her sons, Douglas Allyn and Patricia Stancill of Peoria, Ariz., and Paul Mark and Faye Stancill
of Phoenix; sisters, Mary Lavin of Somers, and Jeanne Linrude of Kalispell; four grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren also survive.

A memorial service was held at the First United Methodist Church in Glendale on July 7.

Dorothy was a kind, generous and loving person who will be sadly missed by her family and many friends.

Memorial donations are suggested to Hospice of the Valley, 1510 E. Flower St., Phoenix, AZ 85014.

Arrangements were entrusted to Menke Funeral Home.
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DR. JOHN D. STEPHAN, 78
May 03, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Dr. John D. Stephan, 78, passed away on Saturday, April 30, 2005, at HealthCenter Northwest in Kalispell.
He was born in Columbus, Ohio, on July 25, 1926, the son of Lewis B. and Dorothy (Fuller) Stephan.

He attended schools in Ohio and attended junior high in Helena and graduated from Hellgate High School in
Missoula. He moved with his family back to Ohio and he attended and graduated from Oberlin College.

He entered the U.S. Army Air Corps where he served as a pilot and also was trained as a photographer, a
hobby that he enjoyed throughout his life. He later received a Ph.D. in chemistry from Ohio State University
and later attended medical school and received his medical degree in ophthalmology.

After his internship and many years in practice in Ohio, he relocated to the Flathead Valley where he began his
medical practice in 1972. Many will remember him as an FAA Airman Medical Examiner who administered FAA
�ight physicals to area pilots.

He loved to �y and was a private pilot who owned and �ew his pride and joy, a Beechcraft Bonanza. His love of
�ying also was passed on to his three children. He attended the Christ Church Episcopal in Kalispell. He was
also a dedicated member of the Kiwanis Club, and was an enthusiastic participant of the Civil War Round
Table.

He was preceded in death by his parents and a brother Robert E. Stephan.

He is survived by his wife, Patricia Stephan, of Kalispell; daughter, Peggy Jean Duggan, of Tacoma, Wash.; son,
John William Stephan, of Capron, Ill.; and daughter, Sarah Stephan, of Capron; brother, Ted Stephan of
Wilmette, Ill.; and sisters, Mary Ann Williams of Otto, N.C., and Suzanne Carpenter of Cincinnati, Ohio; and
nephew/son, Michael Stephan of Livermore, Calif.; eight grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral services for John Stephan will be held at 1 p.m. Wednesday, May 4, at Christ Church Episcopal in
Kalispell with The Rev. William Baumgarten o�ciating. Visitation will be today from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. at
Johnson Mortuary. Burial will follow at C.E. Conrad Memorial Cemetery.

The family suggests that any memorial contributions be sent to the Kalispell Lions Club, P.O. Box 905, Kalispell,
MT 59903.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for John'd5s family.
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DEOLA "TINY" STOLTE, 83
April 06, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Deola "Tiny" Stolte, "passed gently into God's arms" at Mountains Community Hospital, Lake Arrowhead,
Calif., on April 2, 2005, at the age of 83.

She was born Aug. 18, 1921, in Sundance, Wyo.

As a loving mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and dear friend to many, she touched the lives of many
people and she will be dearly missed by those blessed by her love and kindness.

Tiny was preceded in death by her loving husband, Orval; two sisters, Kay and Millie; and her brother, Bill.

She is survived by her son, Jerry, and his wife, Pam; daughter, Donna Luke and her husband, Ron;
grandchildren, Kim King and her husband, Tary, Kevin Luke, Ryan and his wife, Tara, and Geo� and his wife,
Pam; and three great-grandchildren, Justin, Jeremy and baby Kael. She also is survived by her brother, Harry,
and his wife, Betty.

She will be sadly missed and lovingly remembered by her lifelong friend, Bobbie Stocking, and her sisters-in-
law, Georgia and Mary Ellen Stolte; and many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service to celebrate Tiny's life will be held for family and friends at 11 am. Saturday, April 9, at the
White�sh Presbyterian Church with Dr. Kaufman o�ciating.

In lieu of �owers, donations can be made to Umbrella Ministries, P.O. Box 4906, Palm Springs, CA 92263
(Reaching out to mothers who have experienced the loss of a child) or a charity of your choice.
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HELEN M. STRAND-BUNDT, 89
April 13, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Helen M. Strand-Bundt, 89, passed away Saturday, April 9, 2005, at Brendan House in Kalispell.

Helen was born March 21, 1916, in St. Paul, Minn., to E.H.C. and Josephine (Stoll) Strand. Helen attended grade
school in rural North Dakota and graduated high school in Comertown, Mont., in 1935.

She then attended beauty schools in Billings and New York City. She then owned and operated her own beauty
shop in Westby for several years.

Helen married William C. Bundt in Glendive on April 2, 1949. They then moved to Billings and lived there for 18
years before moving to Kalispell where they retired. Helen loved to read, write letters and travel, and was an
avid gardener.

Helen was a born, baptized, and con�rmed Lutheran. She was a member of the Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Westby, Peace Lutheran Church in Billings and Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Kalispell.

Helen was preceded in death by her parents; a son, Guy; and three sisters.

She is survived by her husband, William, of Kalispell; sister, Olga Gri�n, of Oroville, Calif.; two brothers, Earl
Strand of Kalispell, and Ervin Strand of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho; and several nieces and nephews.

In lieu of �owers, please make contributions to Home Options Hospice, 175 Commons Loop Ste. 100, Kalispell,
MT 59901.

Memorial services for Helen will be at 2 p.m. Friday, April 15, at Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home Chapel.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home is caring for the family.

 (http://as2.adserverhd.com/delivery/ck.php?

oaparams=2__bannerid=10935__zoneid=271__cb=9a5a9ba204__oadest=www.mdt.mt.gov%2Fvision
events.shtml)

http://as2.adserverhd.com/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=10935__zoneid=271__cb=9a5a9ba204__oadest=www.mdt.mt.gov%2Fvisionzero%2Fpeople%2Fcps-events.shtml


9/19/2018 Daily Inter Lake - Obituaries, Emil E. "Bud" Struck, 75

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-fb30811e-5089-5c8a-850b-f2814cf8d882.html 1/2

EMIL E. "BUD" STRUCK, 75
March 17, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Emil E. "Bud" Struck, 75, passed away on Sunday, March 13, 2005, at Kalispell Regional Medical Center
due to complications of diabetes.

He was born on Feb. 18, 1930, on a homestead south of Malta to Emil and Emma Struck. In 1936, the family
moved to Kalispell and resided near the Flathead River on East Cottonwood Drive.

Bud attended Flathead County High School and in 1947, at the age 17, he joined the United States Army at the
end of World War II. He served as military policeman while stationed in Germany.

On Dec. 24, 1949, he married Eva Mossgraber in Bruchsal, Germany. They returned to the states in March of
1950 and resided in Kalispell. They had a son, Gary, in 1954.

Bud spent 23 years of his life working as a boat builder for Lee Craft Marina. He was the only certi�ed boat
builder in the valley for many years. He enjoyed taking the hand-crafted boats to regional shows.

In 1966, on land he owned near the Flathead River, he and his family started Spruce Park Campground. They
met and made many new friends who traveled through the area at stayed at Spruce Park. Bud and Eva
continued to run the business until 1972. After 24 years of marriage, they separated.

On Nov. 24, 1973, he married Shirley. Last fall they celebrated 32 years of marriage. They spent much of their
marriage working together in jointly owned businesses. Together they owned Glacier Builders and spent many
years building numerous homes in the valley. In 1980, they started their potato business; growing and
preparing potatoes to service local restaurants.

Bud's most recent business was operating "Sweet Treats" during the summer months. Selling ice cream and
seeing the happy faces of little kids, made this "the best job he ever had."

He enjoyed �shing, woodworking, picnicking in Glacier Park and socializing over co�ee at Cislos.

He is survived by his wife, Shirley, of Kalispell; one son, Gary, and wife, Debbie, and their children, Stacy Struck
and Stephen Struck and his wife, Joni, and their daughter, Laci, of Kalispell; stepson, Byron Bruns, and wife,
Cindy, and their twin daughters, Madison and Michaela, of Reno, Nev.; stepdaughter, Mandy Foster, and
husband, Je�, and their two sons, Bradley and Dawson, of Anchorage, Alaska; nephews, Darvin Struck and wife
Bonnie of Kalispell, Bob Kuhn and wife Edna, and Bill Kuhn and wife Cerita, of Havre; nieces, Lois Kuhn, Leona
Olson, and Evelyn Anderson and husband Lee, all of Havre, and Linda Thackery and husband Mike, and
numerous family members in Minnesota.

The family suggests memorials be made to Bethlehem Lutheran Church Music/Organ Fund.

Visitation will be on Friday, March 18, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Johnson's Mortuary.
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Services will be held on Saturday, March 19, at 2:30 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church with Pastor Larry
Stappler o�ciating. Burial will be at C.E. Conrad Memorial Cemetery. A reception will follow at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church.

Johnson's Mortuary is caring for the family.
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