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PEGGY MARIE-JEAN (BURKE)
LEIMKUEHLER, 27, PASSED AWAY ON
FRIDAY,
July 24, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Peggy was born in Plentywood, on Dec. 27, 1977, to her father, Dale Burke, and mother, Sharon Suzane
Tyler. Peggy enjoyed life. She loved and had a passion for high school sports, basketball being her
favorite.

After high school, she attended college in Williston, N.D. She moved to the Flathead Valley in 2000 to be with
her family.

She enjoyed working, often working early and late hours without pay to help improve the company she
worked for. She loved spending time planting and taking care of plants and �owers. With a passion for interior
decorating, there wasn't anything she couldn't do or accomplish.

Peggy was a wonderful mother and loving wife. Always having a thoughtful and kind heart, her beautiful smile
and loving touch will remain in our hearts forever and she will be greatly missed by her family and all who
knew her.

She is survived by her husband, Scott Shaun Leimkuehler (29), 19-month-old daughter, Alyssa Ilene
Leimkuehler, both of Columbia Falls; father, Dale Burke, mother, Sharon Tyler; brother, Travis Burke of
Plentywood; stepmother, Winifred Burke; grandparents, Rosie and Bob Burke; mother and father-in-law, Larry
and Debbie Leimkuehler; brother-in-law, Andrew Leimkuehler; sister-in-law, Heather Braswell and her family;
uncle, Rich Burke; aunt, Tracie Burke. In addition to her immediate family, Peggy is survived by many aunts,
uncles, cousins and many close friends.

A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. Monday, July 25, at Columbia Mortuary in Columbia Falls, Rev. Darrell
Newby o�ciating. Burial will follow at Woodlawn Cemetery in Columbia Falls.

A luncheon will follow at her grandparents' house at 3942 Columbia Falls Stage Road.
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GERRIT KENDALL LEPPINK, 89
May 08, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Gerrit Kendall Leppink died on Thursday, May 5, 2005, at Lake View Care Center in Bigfork, at the age of
89.

Gary was born on May 26, 1915, in Isanti, Minn., to John and Emily Leppink. He was the third child in a family of
six boys and one girl. He lived in a number of towns in Minnesota until 1928, when his father, employed by the
Great Northern Railway, moved the family to Montana, settling in Hedgesville, which was a paradise for a
bunch of boys who loved to hunt, �sh, and enjoy the outdoors. Gary �nished his schooling there, graduating
from high school in Hedgesville.

During the Depression years of the 1930's, Gary worked various jobs on ranches and for the railroad. He also
ran a trapline, which was much to his liking.

In 1940, Gary joined the National Guard, which was being activated for World War II. Shortly after Pearl Harbor,
he was deployed to Australia, and later to various areas in the South Paci�c, serving in the 41st Infantry
Division with two of his brothers, Lloyd and Herman.

Gary returned to Helena, in 1945, where his family had moved during the war years. After working for the
government in Helena for a year, he rejoined his old National Guard unit, where he was commissioned as a
second lieutenant. He worked in various capacities for the state headquarters of the Montana National Guard
until he retired as a lieutenant colonel in 1973.

In 1965, he married Shirley Moore, a widow with three children, whom they raised together. In 1975, with the
family raised, Gary and Shirley sold their home in Helena, and built their retirement home on the shores of
Swan Lake, enjoying gol�ng, boating, and a variety of community activities there. In recent years, Gary and
Shirley have wintered in Mesa, Ariz.

A caring man of gentle strength, who spoke volumes in few words, Gary will be missed by all whose lives he
touched, but who know that he is now in a place where his �shing creel will always be full, his putts will always
roll true, and his pinochle hand will be full of trump.

Gary was preceded in death by his parents; his sister, Ruth Hesselroth; and his brothers, Vernon, Lloyd and
Alton.

Gary is survived by his wife, Shirley Leppink, of Swan Lake; their three children, Daniel Moore of Moreno Valley,
Calif., Joni Chenoweth of Helena, and David Moore and Virginia Heineman of Seattle; �ve grandchildren, Cory
Chenoweth, Kyle Chenoweth, Megan Moore, Nick Lopez, and Monique Heineman; great-granddaughter, Chloe
Davila; his two brothers, Herman Leppink of Seattle, and John Leppink of Helena; and numerous nieces and
nephews.
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Memorial services will be held 11 a.m. on Monday, May 9, at the National Guard Service Club at Fort Harrison,
near Helena, and on Tuesday, May 10 at 2 p.m. at the Swan Chapel in Swan Lake. Revs. Ron Pierce and Curtis
Wallace will o�ciate.

The family requests memorials to the Bigfork Quick Response Unit, Bigfork, MT 59911, or the Swan Lake
Search and Rescue, Swan Lake, MT 59911.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for Gary's family.
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HEATHER DAWN LEWIS, 26
May 06, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Heather Dawn Lewis, 26, passed away on Sunday, May 1, 2005, in Seattle after complications from her
bone marrow transplant. She was born on June 9, 1978, in Great Falls, the daughter of Charles and
Debbie (Allen) Lewis.

She moved to Kalispell in 1981. She attended schools in Kalispell and graduated from Flathead County High
School in 1997. She worked for the WestCoast Motel for four years and was working at the Immanuel Lutheran
Home in Kalispell at the time of her untimely death.

She was preceded in death by her father, Charles Lewis.

She is survived by her mother, Debbie Maze and her husband, Harvey, of Kalispell; a brother, Tim Hatlen, of
Kalispell; maternal grandparents, Linda Allen of Kalispell, and Jon Allen of Ohio; paternal grandparents, Charles
and Dale Lewis of Great Falls; three half brothers, Ted Lewis of Seattle; and Tom Lewis and Brad Lewis of Great
Falls; a half sister, Melissa Lewis, of Great Falls; and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins.

Funeral services for Heather Lewis will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 7, at Epworth United Methodist
Church. Visitation will be today, from noon until 6 p.m. at Johnson Mortuary. Burial will follow at Glacier
Memorial Gardens.

The family suggests that any memorial contributions be sent to the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center,
825 Eastlake Avenue East, Seattle, WA 98109.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for Heather's family.
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JAMES RICHARD LIND,72
June 07, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

James Richard Lind, 72, "began his journey to his heavenly home" on Tuesday, May 31, 2005, at his
residence in Lakeside.

He was born on Nov.18, 1932, at Green River, Wyo., the son of Cecil and Stella (Anastos) Lind.

After moving to Chicago he became director of maintenance at Northwestern Medical Center where he was
employed until 1970, when he went into the leather business as Mustang Enterprises.

He spent the remainder of his life doing what he most loved, tooling leather and teaching young people
leather craft.

He was an avid �sherman and loved being out on Flathead Lake.

He is survived by his loving wife of 47 years, Betty (nee Cristante) Lind, and close friend, Myrt Kochinsky, both
of Lakeside; and many nephews, nieces and dear friends across the country.

A memorial Mass celebrating the life of James Richard Lind was held June 6 at St. Matthew's Catholic Church
with the Rev. Vic Langhans o�ciating.

Johnson Mortuary & Crematory is caring for James' family.
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JOHN A. LINN JR., 71
March 30, 2005 at 5:00 am |

John A. Linn Jr. of Sun City West, Ariz., passed away Saturday, March 26, 2005. He was 71 years old.

"Jack," as he preferred to be called, was born in Aberdeen, S.D., in November of 1933 to John and Vernie Linn.
Shortly after his birth the family moved to Missoula where Jack grew up. He graduated from Missoula County
High School, which incidentally was where his father was an English teacher.

In 1952, he enlisted in the U.S. Army, and eventually was stationed in Korea, assigned to the infantry. Four
months into his tour of duty while participating in combat maneuvers, Jack was shot through the chest a
couple inches above his heart, and also su�ered severe leg wounds. He was not expected to survive, but did,
and received the Purple Heart and returned to Missoula.

Shortly after his return, he started his college studies at the University of Montana where he participated in the
ROTC program.

During this time, he met, fell in love with, and married fellow student Kay Leona Linn (Nelson) in 1957.
Eighteen months later, they had their �rst son, named John. Prior to �nishing his �rst degree, and with Kay
pregnant with their second son, Scott, he re-enlisted in the Army as a 1st lieutenant and returned to Korea.
During the second tour in Korea he worked as a special communications o�cer, and later as a battery
commander. After completion of his second tour in Korea, he again returned to Missoula to complete his
undergraduate degree. In 1960, he received his Bachelor of Science degree in physics and math.

Later in life, pursuing his love of learning and teaching, he completed graduate studies at Boston College,
University of Washington, and eventually received his Masters degree in physics from the University of
Arizona.

Jack's love of Montana and all that the state o�ered kept him from accepting work in other states. In 1962, the
family moved to Billings where he began his career as a physics teacher at Billings West High School, where he
taught for 34 years until his retirement in 1995. During his time at Billings West, he was well liked by the
students, respected by his fellow teachers, and was successful in providing students with a positive
environment in which they could learn and mature. He was the past president of the Billings Education
Association, former board member of the Montana Education Association, and recipient of many professional
honorary awards.

Several years before his retirement, Jack and Kay built a waterfront house on Flathead Lake where they
planned to live. In 1996, Kay passed away suddenly, and Jack moved up to the lake where he lived for three
years.

In 1999, he fell in love for a second time, and married to Dawn Linn (Green) of Polson. Shortly after their
marriage, they moved to Sun City West, Ariz., where they lived happily together until his passing.
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Jack loved spending time with family and friends, especially if it involved outdoor activities. He enjoyed time
with his two sons; they often back-packed, snow and water skied, motorcycled, camped, and did anything that
had to do with �shing, and the unique life style of Montana. He coached youth basketball, Little League teams,
and was involved in all types of youth activities, especially when his two sons were involved.

Jack was a good person and valued citizen of whichever community he happened to be living in. He will be
sorely missed by all who knew him.

He is survived by his second wife, Dawn; brother, Michael, and niece, Fran, of Duluth, Minn.; sons, John and
Scott Linn of Vancouver, Wash., and Boynton Beach, Fla., respectively; two daughters-in-law, Young and Karin;
three grandchildren, Michael, Austin and Madison; Dawn's children, James and Jill, of Bend, Ore., and Missoula;
and many nephews and nieces. He also, of course, leaves behind his little white dog, named Annie.

A small memorial gathering is planned for July in Montana.

Memorials if desired should be sent to Sun Health Hospice, 19702 N. Routzahn Way, Sun City West, AZ 85375.
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CHRISTINE ELIZABETH "CHRIS"
LITCHFIELD, 86
March 01, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Christine Elizabeth "Chris" Litch�eld, 86, of Peaks Island, Maine, and Barefoot Bay, Fla., died Feb. 27,
2005, at Sebastian River Medical Center in Roseland, Fla., after a brief illness.

She was born Nov. 28, 1918, in Lowell, Maine. She was a 22-year winter resident of Barefoot Bay.

Mrs. Litch�eld was a homemaker. She was a member of the Brackett Memorial Church on Peaks lsland. She
attended Roseland United Methodist Church and was active in the church thrift shop.

Chris loved music and taught piano. She loved her family and cooking for her family and was a�ectionately
known as the "Garden Lady" on Peaks Island.

Surviving are her sons, Robert Litch�eld of White�sh, Captain Joseph Litch�eld of Homer, Alaska, Mark
Litch�eld of Dracut, Maine, and David Litch�eld of Colchester, Vt.; sister, Elizabeth Cassidy, of Peaks Island;
nine grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild.

At the family's request, there will be no visitation.

Mrs. Litch�eld will be transferred to Portland, Maine, for services and burial on Peaks Island.

Memorials may be made to the charity of one's choice.

Arrangements by Strunk Funeral Home, Sebastian, Fla.
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VICKI JO LOPEZ, 53
January 30, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Vicki Jo Lopez, 53, passed away on Friday, Jan. 28, 2005, at Kalispell Regional Medical Center.

Vicki was born on Jan. 14, 1952, in Kalispell, to Marion and Vivian Smith. She attended schools in the Flathead
Valley, graduating from Flathead High School.

After high school she attended the University of Montana.

Vicki married Frank Lopez in Las Vegas, in 1980. She worked for Mountain Bell in Phoenix, then worked for the
U.S. Postal Service in Kalispell, Bigfork and Elmo.

She loved �shing on Flathead Lake, hunting, playing cards and going with her son, Justin, to his motocross
races.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Pat and Buzz Smith; grandmother, Mildred Frach; stepgrandfather,
Bob Frach; grandfather, Art Smith; and one brother, Mike Smith.

She is survived by her husband, Frank Lopez, of Bigfork; a son, Justin R. Lopez; stepchildren, Jessie R., Jackie R.,
and Janice R. Lopez; brother, Mark and his wife, Frankie Smith, of Kalispell; sister, Patty Ruiz of Butte; 10
stepgrandchildren; and numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins.

Memorial services will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 1, at Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home with the Rev. Fred Topp
o�ciating.

A potluck reception will be held after the memorial service at the Eagles club, 37 1st St. West, Kalispell.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home and Crematory is caring for the family.
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LEOTA MAY PIERCE LOVELESS, 86
February 28, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Leota May Pierce Loveless, 86, passed away on Friday, Feb. 25, 2005 at the Heritage Place in Kalispell. She
was born on Feb. 2, 1919 in Idaho Falls, Idaho, to John W. and Leota May (Belmear) Bartlett.

May was the youngest of seven children and the only child not born in the Cherokee Strip in Oklahoma, where
her family had homesteaded. Her mother died when May was 2 years old and she was raised by her father,
whom she a�ectionately referred to as PaPa.

May graduated from Idaho Falls High School in 1937 with honors. In 1939 she married Dale Roger Pierce in
Idaho Falls. Shortly after they married the couple moved to Dillon, where Dale was employed by the Forest
Service during the summer and attended college in Logan, Utah, in the winter. In 1941, May moved with Dale
as he was transferred with the Border Patrol to Malta and then to Browning. When he left the Border Patrol in
1945 they purchased the Rising Wolf Guest Ranch located on the south fork of the Two Medicine. That was
their home until 1957. At that time they moved to Columbia Falls. Dale passed away in Columbia Falls in 1961.
May continued to raise her three younger children in Columbia Falls, while she worked at Todd's Cafe.

In 1972, May married Willard Loveless in Columbia Falls. They moved to Woods Bay in 1977 and lived there
until moving to Kalispell in 1992. Willard passed away in 1993. May enjoyed her beautiful yard and �owers and
loved her two cats and her dog, Cody.

May was preceded in death by her husbands: Dale Roger Pierce and Willard Loveless; her parents; three
brothers: Edgar, George and Johnny; and three sisters: Beatrice, Mable and Edith.

She is survived by her �ve children: Koralyn Pierce Kibbee and husband, Larry, of Manhattan; Dale Raub Pierce
and wife, Cheryl, of Kalispell; Lynette Pierce Dyk and husband, Dwight, of Toston; Tamarra Pierce Thompson
and husband, Gary, of Clark, Wyo.; and James B. Pierce and wife, Nancy, of Kalispell; several grandchildren and
great grandchildren and one great great grandchild.

Memorial services for May will be held later this summer. The family suggests that memorial gifts be given to
the Humane Society.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for May's family.
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ARTHUR WILLIAM 'ART' LUBBES, 80
September 30, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Arthur William "Art" Lubbes, 80, died at his residence Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2005, in Kalispell.

He was born Oct. 5, 1924, in Wallowa, Ore., to Lloyd and Velma (Hewitt) Lubbes.

Art attended schools in Wallowa, Ore., graduating from high school in 1943. Shortly after graduation, he was
drafted into the U.S. Navy from 1944 to 1946, serving during World War II, and served in the South Paci�c on
the Cruiser USS Nashville.

After being discharged, he drove logging trucks in Oregon for about four years, and then was drafted again in
1950 and served during the Korean Con�ict and was stationed at Pearl Harbor.

After his second discharge, he returned to Oregon and worked again as a log truck driver. Art then started to
drive heavy construction equipment, retiring in 1986, and subsequently moved to Kalispell in June of 1999.

Arthur was a retired member of the Teamsters. He also enjoyed �shing and observing sports of all kinds on
television.

Art was preceded in death by his parents; stepfather, Ray Martin; brother, Raymond; and granddaughter, Ashli
Cottingham.

He is survived by four daughters, Sandi Nelson and husband, Arthur, of Kalispell, Kathy Foster and husband,
Joe, of Malta, Gayle Young and husband, Phillip, and Cheryl Lubbes, all of Great Falls; half-brother, Delbert
Martin, of Milton-Freewater, Ore.; seven grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

There will no services or visitation at this time.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for Arthur's family.
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CARL KENNETH LUKE, 80
February 06, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Carl Kenneth Luke passed away on Wednesday, Feb. 2, 2005, at Kalispell Regional Medical Center in
Kalispell, at the age of 80.

He was born on Sept. 18, 1924, in the Sparks district northwest of Kalispell, the son of Frederick A. and Nora
(Sweeney) Luke. Carl attended Sparks School and received his diploma from Flathead County High School in
1942.

He entered the U.S. Army on July 13, 1944. Carl served as a medical aidman, helping the wounded on the front
lines. When he was wounded in the Philippines Campaign, at Mindano Philippine Islands, on June 5, 1945, he
received the Purple Heart with oak leaf cluster, Good Conduct medal, ribbon with one Bronze Star, Silver Star,
(a medical badge) and other ribbons. He was discharged (honorable) May 3, 1946.

Returning home, he worked in the family sawmill. Carl was living at the Montana Veterans Home in Columbia
Falls, since March 5, 1998. He liked to go �shing, hunting and camping while working at his mine.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Frederick and Nora; his brothers, Thomas Luke, Harold Luke, twins,
Floyd and Lloyd Luke; sister, Goldie Chapman; along with nephew, Thomas Luke Jr.

He is survived by nieces, Wonita Drake and husband, Ernie, of Kalispell, Neila Chase and husband, Mick, of Kila,
Janet Motichka and husband, Gary, of Polson, Judy Warner and husband, Joe, of Columbia Falls, LaVerne
Lindsley of Columbia Falls, and Betty Smith and husband, Leo, of White�sh; and nephews, Gordon Luke,
Donald Luke and Bill McIntire and wife, Ann, of Kila.

Graveside services will be 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 8. Military honors will be conducted by the United Veterans
of the Flathead. Visitation will be held from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 7, at Johnson Mortuary.

The family suggests that any memorials be sent to Montana Veterans Home, P.O. Box 250 (in Carl's name)
Columbia Falls, MT 59912.

Arrangements are under the direction of Johnson Mortuary and Crematory.
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WESLEY W. LYNCH, 52
January 30, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Wesley W. Lynch, 52, passed away Thursday, Jan. 27, 2005,

at his home in Columbia Falls.

He was born on July 2, 1952, in Kalispell, to Dan and Florence "Bess" (Lund) Lynch. Wes grew up in Kalispell. He
was actively involved in Scouts and as a member of Troop 48, became an Eagle Scout. He went on to graduate
from Flathead High School in 1970. From an early age, Wes loved airplanes and knew what he wanted to do in
life. During high school, he received his private pilot license. Wes continued his interest in aviation, earning all
his ratings to become one of the youngest quali�ed commercial pilots.

In 1981, Wes married Dorothy Smolik. They lived in Alaska where Wes spent many years �ying for the Wien Air
Alaska and for Southwest Airlines, �ying throughout the United States. They later moved back to Kalispell, to
raise their two sons.

Wes loved the outdoors and spent many hours hunting, boating, camping, and rafting with his family and
many friends.

He is survived by his wife, Dorothy, of Columbia Falls; two sons, Justin Daniel and Dawson Jayde Lynch of
Kalispell; his parents: Dan and Bess Lynch of Kalispell; two sisters, Wanda Hinzman of Columbia Falls, and
Charlene Lynch of Seattle; along with numerous other relatives.

Funeral services for Wes Lynch will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 31, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Kalispell.
Burial will follow at C. E. Conrad Memorial Cemetery. Visitation will be held at the church prior to services from
noon to 2 p.m.

The family suggests donations be given to the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 102, a sponsorship
program for youths going to the E.A.A. Flight Academy. Donations can be mailed to First Interstate Bank,1325
S. Nucleus Ave., Columbia Falls, MT 59912, or to the Trinity Lutheran School Scholarship Fund, 400 West
California St., Kalispell, MT 59901.

Arrangements are under the direction of Johnson Mortuary and Crematory.
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ARTHUR J. "ART" LYNGSTAD
February 25, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Arthur J. "Art" Lyngstad died of natural causes at the Montana Veterans Home on Feb. 19, 2005, after a
short illness.

He was born March 28, 1922, in Willow City, N.D., to Ole and Ida Lyngstad, where he resided until he joined the
Army in 1942.

Receiving his honorable discharge in December 1945 as a World War II veteran, he returned to Willow City
where he married his high school sweetheart, Audrey Charleen Johnston, on March 24, 1946.

They had three children and decided to move to Montana in 1951, originally arriving in White�sh, working for
Bell Telephone, then transferring to the Columbia Falls o�ce. He spent his career as a telephone
repairman/electrician for Paci�c Power & Light, Northwestern Telephone, eventually retiring from Centurytel.
Part of his career took him to Valdez, Alaska, which he enjoyed very much.

Throughout his life his hobbies were packing horses into the wilderness for his annual hunting trips, coaching
Little League, gol�ng, bowling, playing guitar, singing, dancing and camping with friends and family. He also
enjoyed watching sports -- track and �eld, baseball, football, and especially basketball in his later years.

Art was preceded in death by his parents; an infant brother; and also his wife, Charleen, who died Nov. 5, 2002.

He is survived by three children and their spouses, Mike and Vicki Lyngstad of Alaska and Hamilton, Dee and
Steve Brown of Coram, and Loree and Ed Cumming of Kalispell. There are seven grandchildren, Dennis, Kim,
Michelle, Ryan, DeDee, Amy and DJ; and two great-grandchildren, Kyle and Alyssa. He is also survived by one
brother, and four sisters.

There will be private graveside services for the family.

"He will be missed by the people who loved him, but we will always smile when we think about the corny jokes
he told, over and over again." (That is, when he could get through them without giggling himself.)

Any memorial gifts can be given in memory of Art to: Arthur Lyngstad Memorial Fund, c/o Montana Veterans
Home, P.O. Box 250, Columbia Falls, MT 59912.


