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SHIRLEY JEAN BACKER, 59
January 04, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Shirley Jean Backer, 59, passed away on Saturday, Jan. 1, 2005, at Brendan House in Kalispell. She was
born June 23, 1945, in West Sacramento, Calif., to William and Marie Watters.

Shirley was united in marriage to Roy Backer on Jan. 20, 1963. He preceded her in death on April 13, 1993.

Shirley enjoyed gardening, reading, listening to music and keeping up with her family and grandchildren's
activities. She loved being with others and shared with all her beautiful smile.

Shirley also was thankful and loved the care givers and other residents at Brendan House.

She was also preceded in death by her parents.

She is survived by her four sons, Joseph, Jason, Joshua and Jacob Backer; and her daughter, Jennifer Backer;
and eight grandchildren.

There will be no visitation or services.

Arrangements are under the direction of Johnson Mortuary and Crematory.

Become
M

ST. PETER
LUTHERAN

CHURCH



9/19/2018 Daily Inter Lake - Obituaries, Kenneth W. Bailey Jr., 72

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-b4f5c984-0278-5484-abcd-cfb670885286.html 1/2

KENNETH W. BAILEY JR., 72
April 03, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Kenneth W. Bailey Jr., 72, passed away on Thursday, March 31, 2005, at the Immanuel Lutheran Home in
Kalispell, with his close friend, Kim Clausen, at his bedside.

He was born in Norwich, N.Y., on May 6, 1932, to Kenneth W. and Helen (Hamilton) Bailey. Ken lived in Norwich
through his early childhood and moved with his family in 1946, to Mesa, Ariz. He attended local schools and
graduated from Mesa High School.

Ken went on to college at Arizona State University. After college he served three years in the National Guard
before joining the Army. While serving in the Army, Ken spent 18 months in Korea.

After separating from the Army he took up the game of golf and began a career with Pearce and Sons
Beverage Company in Mesa. After working 18 years as the order clerk for those �ne people, Ken moved to
Kalispell.

In Kalispell, Ken made many wonderful friends. He worked for Kalispell Feed and Grain and B and B Beverage.
In 1981 he took a job with Fun Beverage where he worked until his retirement in 2003. Ken loved working with
everyone at Fun Beverage and truly enjoyed working for Brian Clark and Kim Clausen. "Thank you all at Fun
Beverage for helping our brother these last few months. You all meant so much to him."

Ken was happiest when he was out gol�ng with his gol�ng companions and friends. "Thanks to his friends for
being with our brother his last few days." Ken was known by his friends and around Kalispell as KB.

Ken was a member of the Mesa Episcopal Church and a member of the Elks Club. He was also a member of
the Bu�alo Hills Country Club and a member of the White�sh Golf Club.

Ken was preceded in death by his mother and father, Helen and Kenneth W. Bailey Sr.; by his wife, Julia Bailey;
and his wife, Arlene Bailey.

He is survived by his sister, Sue Campbell and husband, Buddy; his brother, Charles Bailey and wife, Linda;
nephews, Dale Campbell, David Campbell, and Chris Bailey; and nieces, Shelia Bailey and Julie Bailey.

Memorial services will be held 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 5, in the Johnson Mortuary Chapel in Kalispell with Father
William Baumgarten of Christ Church Episcopal o�ciating. Honorary pallbearers will be, Brian Clark, Kim
Clausen, Tom Sullivan, Brad Smith, John Franklin, Guy Sipprell, George Mahoney, Bob Hooper, and Kathy
Burrington.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for Ken's family.
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RUBY M. BAKER, 81
February 08, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Ruby M. Baker, 81, passed away on Friday, Feb. 4, 2005, at Kalispell Regional Medical Center in Kalispell.
She was born on Dec. 28, 1923, at Richville, Minn., the daughter of Willard Austin and Lillian M. (Barnes)
Jensen.

Ruby Baker was an impressive woman! She was easily recognized by her �aming red hair, straight stance and
high-heeled shoes as she walked between her jobs at Rosauer's, Gamer's Shoes and her home at Big Sky
Manor and Syke's.

Ruby was strong and opinionated. Pity the poor salesperson that came to her door selling goods or
philosophies. Even in her passing on at Kalispell Regional Hospital she made certain her decisions were
followed.

Above all, Ruby was a strong mother. She protected her children with the ferocity of a lioness when needed,
but gave them the strength and self-con�dence to follow their own path. She nurtured her many plants with
that same solid love.

Ruby was preceded in death by two sons, Steve Hughes and Tim Norcross; a granddaughter, Tammy Wolf; and
son-in-law, Robin Wolf.

She is survived by two daughters, Susan Shapiro of California, and Vickie Good and husband, Bill; one son,
Rocky Hughes, and friend, Barbara Lockhart; and a large extended family in Kalispell.

Memorial services for Ruby M. Baker will be held at 1:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 11, at Johnson Mortuary Chapel. A
pie and co�ee get-together will take place at Syke's immediately following the service.

The family suggests memorials be sent to the charity of your choice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Johnson Mortuary & Crematory.
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RAY BAKKER, 73
January 19, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Ray Bakker, 73, a resident of Kalispell passed away quietly in his sleep Jan. 13, 2005, in Lewistown.

Ray was born July 11, 1931, in Malta.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph Bakker and Ida Dubois; his eldest son, Michael Bakker;
daughter, Cherilee Bakker, when she was 20 months old; and his brothers, Joseph Bakker and John Bakker.

He is survived by his sister, Gertrude Melton, of Wiley City, Wash.; daughters, Lurae Bakker of Raleigh, N.C.,
Cynthia Eayrs of Kalispell, and Terri Keever of Woodinville, Wash.; sons, David Bakker of Ocean Park, Wash.,
and Mark Bakker of Kennewick, Wash.; 14 grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home is caring for the family.
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MYRON F. "BARNEY" BAKER, 84
February 17, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Myron F. "Barney" Baker, 84, of Glasgow, "was called home" on Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2005, in Mesa Ariz., of
natural causes.

Services will be at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19, at First Lutheran Church in Glasgow. Interment will be at Highland
Cemetery in Glasgow.

Bell Mortuary in Glasgow is in charge of arrangements.

Myron was born June 18, 1920, in Flaxville, to Jay and Alice Baker, the fourth of 12 children. He graduated from
Flaxville High School in 1939 and for a short time worked on the Fort Peck Dam.

Following service in the Civilian Conservation Corps in Thompson Falls, he moved to Portland and worked in
the Naval Shipyards.

In 1941 he returned to Montana and enlisted in the U.S. Army.

Barney was stationed at a number of stateside military bases as an infantryman instructor/trainer and in 1943
was transferred to the European Theatre where he was awarded three Bronze Stars and earned a Purple
Heart for combat service.

While serving with the 78th Lightning Division in the Hurtgen Forest at the Battle of the Bulge he was taken
Prisoner of War. In 1945, he was liberated by allied forces, honorably discharged and returned home to
Flaxville.

Later that year he moved to Glasgow and together with a brother, Virgil, worked in the restaurant business.
There he met Ruth V. Hofman, and they were married on Oct. 5, 1946.

He hired out on the Great Northern Railroad as a brakeman and retired as an Amtrak conductor in 1984 after
a 38-year career with the railroad.

Barney enjoyed his retirement years, spending winters in Mesa, and summers in Kalispell, close to his children
and grandchildren.

His hobbies included golf, cooking, and �shing, but his real passion was writing poetry. His published poem
"Indian Summer in Montana" is one he is most noted for.

Barney is survived by his wife of 59 years, Ruth V. Baker of Mesa; one daughter, Linda Williams and Ken
Harman of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho; one son, Michael and Kari Baker of Kalispell; and six grandchildren, Wade
Williams, Nahum Tkachyk, Caleb Tkachyk and Cami Ames, all of Kalispell, Flint Baker of Great Falls, and Ian
Baker of Helena; �ve great-grandchildren, Brianna, Wyatt, Maija, Ariel and Luke; two brothers, Clinton R. and
Morris Baker of Seattle; and one sister, Shirley Filbert of Seattle.
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Memorials are suggested to Hospice.
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PEARL THORESON BANGEMAN
March 25, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Pearl Thoreson Bangeman, 97, passed away on Tuesday, March 22, 2005, at the Brendan House in
Kalispell.

She was born Aug. 31, 1907, in Rosewood, Minn., to Peter and Caroline (Lappegard) Mellem.

She married Thomas Thoreson Dec. 9, 1925, in Thief River Falls, Minn. They had two children, Arloene and
Thomas Jr. Her husband Thomas passed away in 1981.

In 1984, she married Dan R. Bangeman, a long-time family friend. He passed away in May 1997.

Pearl was a member of the Christ Lutheran Church in Libby, for over 50 years and also had been associated
with Bethlehem Lutheran Church since moving to Kalispell. She is a charter member of the Sons of Norway in
Libby. She loved to cook and was the happiest in her kitchen preparing food for her family. She was greatly
loved and will be deeply missed. "The love of a mother lasts forever."

Pearl was preceded in death by her parents, three brothers, and one sister.

She is survived by one daughter, Arloene Christianson, and husband "Click", and one son, Thomas Thoreson,
and wife, JoAnn, all of Kalispell; two stepchildren, Danny Bangeman of Lakeside, and Barbara Haglund of
Spokane; four grandchildren, Linda Mauck of Carmel, Calif., Don Thoreson of Billings, and Shari Basham and
Lori Barrows, both of Libby; two sisters, Joyce Nielson of Libby, and Florence Moore of Missoula; and one
brother, Alvin Mellem, of Palm Springs, Calif.; three stepgrandchildren, Terri Wiebenga, Peg Weston and Debbi
Gahard, all in Iowa; nine great-grandchildren and �ve great-great-grandchildren.

Memorial services for Pearl will be held in Libby at a later date.

Memorials may be made to the charity of your choice.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is caring for Pearl's family.
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DORIS M. BARKLEY, 83
April 15, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Doris M. Barkley, 83, passed away on Sunday, April 10, 2005, at Brendan House in Kalispell.

Doris was born on Sept. 16, 1921, in Kalispell, to Anson and Ruth (Grandel) Fredenberg. Doris was the eighth
child out of 16 children. She attended Half Moon School, White�sh High School, and graduated from Flathead
County High School.

She worked for several years at the Veterans Home in Columbia Falls, where she met her husband Robert
Barkley; they were married on Sept. 2, 1941. They celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in 2001, and
Robert passed away on Oct. 9, 2001.

Doris was preceded in death by her parents; three sisters; �ve brothers; and her husband, Robert.

She is survived by �ve brothers and two sisters, Orville, Dale, Duane, Leslie and Orin Fredenberg, Miriam Mack
and Carol Patterson; four children and 19 grandchildren, Sherry McIlhargey and her husband, Larry, and their
children, Dan, Don and Shaunda, Donna Schneider and her husband, John, and their children, Mark, Bob, Tara,
Sara and Bret, Ben Barkley and wife, Judy, and their children, Rod, Bill, Ryan and Nick, James Barkley and wife,
Donna, and their children, Casey, Lacey, Matthew, Rebecca, Ruth, Laura and Deborah; 24 great-grandchildren
and one great-great-granddaughter; and a very special friend of 68 years, Nellie Tripp.

Memorial services will be at 1 p.m. Monday, April 18, at Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home. Urn burial will follow the
service at Glacier Memorial Gardens.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home and Crematory is caring for the family.
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RUTH BARKER, 84
January 14, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Ruth Barker, 84, passed away on Jan. 11, 2005, at St. Joseph's Medical Center in Stockton, Calif. She was a
resident of Flathead County for 27 years.

Ruth was born Dec. 17, 1920, in Spring�eld, Mass. She was raised and educated in Providence, R.I.

She married Jensen Clark Barker on Aug. 26, 1944, in Kings Chapel in Boston. They were happily married for 60
years and four months.

In 1978, Jensen retired and he and Ruth moved to Bigfork where they lived for �ve years and then moved to
Forest Hill Village in Kalispell.

She was a librarian in Gonzales, Calif., and Twin Falls, Idaho, and volunteered at the Bigfork Library.

She loved to �sh, bowl, camp and sew.

She is survived by her husband of 60 years, Jensen Clark Barker, of Kalispell; and her daughter, Joan Barker, of
Stockton, Calif.

Ruth su�ered from heart problems since 1990. She underwent two heart bypass surgeries and had an arti�cial
mitral heart valve.

A memorial fund has been established in Ruth Barker's name at the International Heart Institute of Montana
Foundation at 554 W. Broadway, Missoula, MT 59802. In lieu of �owers, the family is requesting donations to
the memorial fund.

A memorial service will be scheduled later in the spring for friends and family.
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CLEO MILDRED FEHLBERG BARRIE, 89
January 23, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Cleo Mildred Fehlberg Barrie, 89, died Jan. 22, 2005.

She was born July 15, 1915, in Kalispell, the only child of Bruno and Malinda (Fleisher) Fehlberg. Cleo lived her
childhood in Coram where her father and his partners built and operated the Coram lath mill during the
1920s. Cleo attended grade school in Coram, Belton (West Glacier) and Kalispell. Her parents moved to
Kalispell in 1930. Cleo graduated from Flathead County High School in 1932.

In 1934, she was employed as an assistant in the o�ce of A.R. Johnson Finance Co. Later she was also
employed as an o�ce assistant for the Kalispell Chamber of Commerce. These o�ces shared �oor space in
the Elks Temple building in downtown Kalispell.

On Nov. 2, 1939, Cleo married her former high school classmate, Charles F. "Chuck" Barrie. Cleo began her
employment at the Conrad National Bank (more recently First Interstate Bank) in 1942 and continued there
during her husband's service in Europe during World War II, working in nearly every department over her 35-
year career there. She especially enjoyed her position as secretary to four di�erent presidents - Edmiston,
Bianco, Sample and Gillette - and to the bank's board of directors. In 1979, she took early retirement from the
bank.

Cleo was an avid reader and a major league baseball fan. She enjoyed playing cards and was an expert
quadominos player. She liked to dance, troll for �sh on Ashley Lake where they had a small summer cabin.
Above all, she loved and completed many pieces of �ne embroidery work.

Cleo was preceded in death by her parents, Bruno and Malinda; her husband, Charles; and many aunts,
uncles, and several cousins.

She is survived by her son, Douglas, son, Lloyd and wife, Joanne; grandson, Matthew Barrie; granddaughters,
Rachel and husband, Travis Steindorf, and Elise Barrie; one �ne great-grandson, Adam; and her very dear
friend, Doris Sonstelie, all of Kalispell.

Private family services only. No visitation will be held.

Memorials may be given to the Bread of Life, P.O. Box 1235, Kalispell, MT 59903.
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SHELBY BAUMBERGER, 42
November 10, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Shelby Baumberger, 42, of Lincoln, passed away Nov. 5, 2005.

The funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 12, at Sunset Memorial Funeral Home in
Missoula.There will be a reception after the service in the funeral homes community room.

Shelby was born Oct. 2, 1963, to Allen and Anne (Schneider) Baumberger in Rapid City, S.D.

Shelbys passions included his family, pets and the outdoors, where he loved to hunt, ski, snowmobile and ride
his horses. Shelby was an excellent cook and always put the needs of others �rst.

He married his �rst wife, Sally, in 1988, in Lake Tahoe, Nev., While living in Montana, they had three wonderful
children. Shelby was a wonderful father, son, brother and friend.

Shelby later met Theresa Tripp with whom he shared the last few years of his life.

He will be remembered as a friend to everyone and for the love he had for his children and family.

Shelby is survived by his daughter, Carla, and son-in-law, Robert Keeland; son, Derek, who is currently serving
in the Navy; and daughter, Starla and son-in-law, Justin Thompson. He is further survived by his father and
stepmother, Allen and Polly Baumberger; his mother, Anne Baumberger; his brothers and sisters-in-law,
Gaylen Baumberger and Kelly Redmond, Tracy and Teresa Baumberger, and Reid and Tammy Baumberger,
with their children. He also is survived by his stepsisters and their husbands, Linda and Howard Nash, and Judy
and Gordy Wyman.

Arrangements are under the direction of Sunset Memorial Funeral Home.
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RUTH B. BECKLUND, 93
January 24, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Ruth B. Becklund, 93, passed away on Jan. 21, 2005, of natural causes. She was born March 28, 1911, in
Bisbee, Ariz.

After receiving her teaching degree from Arizona State Teachers College at Tempe in May, 1933, she began her
teaching career at Buckeye, Ariz., in a one-room school house. She later moved to Burbank, Calif., and taught
elementary school until her retirement in 1973. While teaching, she completed her master's degree in 1955 at
L.A. State College. Ruth lived many years in Ontario, Canada, with her cousin Harry Barkell and his large family.
In 1995, she moved to Kalispell.

Ruth truly enjoyed teaching and being a mother and grandmother. Her many hobbies over the years included
knitting, traveling, reading and gardening. She was an avid Harry Potter fan. In recent years, feeding "her birds"
had become a favorite pastime. At age 91, Ruth delighted in learning to e-mail after the gift of "her machine"
from a favorite former �fth-grade student.

The year 2004 was very special to Ruth as she was able to attend the marriage of a granddaughter, traveled to
her birthplace in Bisbee and enjoyed sharing Christmas with both granddaughters and great grandsons.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Howard and Bertha Douglass Barkell; her brother, Spencer Barkell
of Phoenix; her former husband, Clayton Becklund of San Luis Obispo, Calif., and her cousin, Harry Barkell of
Kirkland Lake, Ont.

She is survived by her daughter, Carole and her husband Bill Jensen of Kalispell; her granddaughters, Anne
Hughes and her husband, Ted of Missoula, and Julie Hartman of Waukee, Iowa; and two great-grandsons,
Sebastian and Kade, also of Waukee. A nephew, Bill Barkell and his wife Marta, of Arlington, Va., also survive
Ruth. There are countless cousins in Kirkland Lake and scattered throughout Ontario.

A funeral service will be held at Johnson's Mortuary in Kalispell on Tuesday, Jan. 25, at 1 p.m. Burial will be at
Forest Lawn Cemetery in Hollywood Hills, Calif., near her parents.

The family asks that donations be made to a charity of their choice in lieu of �owers.
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LAVON KNUDSEN BEDORD
February 09, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

The independent spirit of long-time Missoula resident, LaVon Knudsen Bedord, released its grip on 90
years of living on Sunday, Feb. 6, 2005.

The eldest of four children, she was the daughter of Martin and Gertrude Knudson. Her walk through life
began on Jan. 24, 1915, in Badger, Minn., where her father worked as a telegrapher and later a depot agent for
the Soo Line Railroad. In time, and after many moves, the family settled in Voltaire, N.D., where she graduated
from high school in 1932.

A two-year stint at Minot State Teachers' College led to a short career as an elementary teacher in rural North
Dakota. Wishing to further pursue her vocation as an educator, she moved to Missoula and attended the
University of Montana. Soon after her arrival, she met and married Sverre Knudsen on Aug. 25, 1940. A
Knudson married a Knudsen!

After Sverre's death in 1977, she sold the family home in Missoula and moved to their house on Flathead Lake.
Several years later she met Albert Bedord, a retired farm implement dealer from Missoula.

Following their marriage in 1985, they spent summers at Flathead Lake and winters basking in the warmth of
Lake Havasu City, Ariz. Even after Albert's death in 1990, LaVon continued to divide her time between Flathead
Lake and Lake Havasu, sharing her life with family and friends in both places.

In the face of a signi�cant vision loss due to macular degeneration, she returned to Missoula, in 1998, as a full-
time resident. During the past several years, she has been living at Grizzly Peak Retirement Residence.

LaVon wore many hats on her path through life. A devoted parent, she was always deeply interested and
involved in the activities that go along with having four children. Her wide-ranging skills as a homemaker were
evident in her talent to transform a pot roast into gourmet fare or a few yards of cloth into a beautiful prom
dress. A dedicated gardener, her homes were always a welcoming sight with their beautiful �ower garden
arrays.

Since her early years in Missoula, she was engaged in many civic activities as president and lifetime member of
the Missoula Women's Club. During the late 1950s, as part of her association with the Women's Club, she
hosted a weekly television program focusing upon area human-interest stories. Her Scandinavian heritage led
to even further civic involvement with a lifetime membership in the Sons of Norway where she served as local
chapter president in the 1970s.

Even though failing eyesight made reading impossible, she found alternative ways to sustain her life-long
quest for knowledge. LaVon loved stimulating conversation shared over strong co�ee and freshly baked
cookies. A Christian since birth, her faith-based life included a keen understanding of the Bible and its
message. In the end, her life of meaning and substance will be in evidence for generations to come.
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With the power of her ever-present love, she provided strength to her family, son, Gerhard Knudsen and wife,
Gayle, of Missoula; daughter, Margit Hatcher and husband, Jim, of Helena; son, John Knudsen and wife, Lauren,
of Missoula; daughter, Trudi Shje�o and husband, Doug, of Kalispell; granddaughters, Olivia Shje�o of Kalispell,
and Elyse and Jocelynn Knudsen of Missoula; grandsons, Brad Dawkins of Great Falls, Erik Dawkins of
Bozeman, and Leif Shje�o of Wenatchee, Wash.; a sister, Marjorie Knosp, of Mill Creek, Wash.; a brother,
Darrell Knudson, of Richardton, N.D., and, before his death, younger brother, Winslow Knudson.

Services celebrating the life of LaVon Knudsen Bedord will be 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 11, at St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Missoula with Pastor Chris Flohr o�ciating. Interment will be at the Missoula Cemetery following a
reception at the Nordic Pines. Visitation will be from 2 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10, and Friday, Feb. 11, from
8:30 to 10 a.m. at Garden City Funeral Home.

Brad Dawkins, Erik Dawkins, Jim Hatcher, Elyse Knudsen, Doug Shje�o, and Leif Shje�o will be pallbearers.

Memorials may be given to the St. Paul Lutheran Church Organ Fund, the American Cancer Society, or the
American Diabetes Association.
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DAVID W. BENSON, 84
January 04, 2005 at 5:00 am |

After a year-long battle with esophageal cancer, David W. Benson, 84, passed away on Dec. 31, 2004, at
his winter home in Quartzite, Ariz. Dave was born in Juneau, Alaska, on Sept. 12, 1920, where he spent
his �rst six years before moving with his family to Port Angeles, Wash. He was raised in Washington state for
the next 10 years before striking out on his own as a musician and singer.

His professional musical career ended in Kalispell in 1938. Without a job and broke, he landed a job as a chore
boy at the M-Lazy-B ranch in Marian. He spent the next nine years as a cowboy. Some of his favorite stories
were about his times as a real life cowboy: chasing wild horses, herding cattle in the Big Draw, and managing
an all-girl dude ranch during the summer months.

While at the ranch he met and married Mary Lou Billmayer of Kalispell in 1946, hand-built a log house and had
his �rst son. After spending 1948 in Kerrville, Texas, he and his family moved to eastern Montana where he
started a new career in construction working for Morris Construction in Chinook. After several years, he went
to work for Zook Bros. Construction in Great Falls where he was a superintendent and built roads all over the
state of Montana.

After his retirement at age 62, he opened Dave's Welding at his permanent residence in Bigfork, which he
operated until his �nal retirement in 1994.

Dave and Mary Lou moved to Sunburst. They spent their summers in Montana and winters in Quartzite, Ariz.,
where Dave searched for gold and rode four-wheelers (his modern replacement for a horse) in the desert
mountains with a great circle of friends.

Dave is survived by his wife of 58 years, Mary Lou; sons, John Benson and Debbie of Houston, Dave Benson
and Jane of Franktown, Colo., Gary Benson and Kathrin of Houston, and L.G. Benson and Yanira of Houston;
daughter, Wanda Stanford, of Coutts, Alberta; sister, Hazel Baker and George of Hamilton, Ohio; 16
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren; and relations and friends across the country.

Dave was predeceased by his grandson, David Benson, of Bigfork. Special thanks to the Hospice of Havasu for
all their care and support.

In lieu of �owers, please send donations to Hospice of Havasu Inc., 365 S. Lake Havasu Ave., P.O. Box 597, Lake
Havasu City, AZ 86405.

A memorial will be held at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8, at the Marias River Electric Conference Center, 910
Roosevelt Hwy 2, in Shelby. For questions, contact Wanda Stanford at 406-335-2891.
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VIOLA BELLA (STAPLES) BENSON, 95
March 04, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Viola Bella (Staples) Benson, 95, passed away on March 3, 2005, at Heritage Place in Kalispell of natural
causes.

She was born Nov. 11, 1909, in Wyndmere, N.D., to William and Cora (Springer) Staples. She was raised and
attended schools in the Havre area.

Viola began her career as a cook at the Dutch Shop Cafe in Havre.

On Sept. 6, 1945, she married Joseph Benson in Kalispell.

In 1950, they moved to Coram. She worked at the Highland Cafe in West Glacier, Club Rocco in Hungry Horse,
and at several other places throughout the north Flathead Valley prior to her retirement.

In 2001, she moved to Greenwood Assisted Living and later moved to Heritage Place.

Viola was a longtime member of Jehovah's Witnesses.

She enjoyed gardening and kept a �ower bed and a large vegetable garden for many years. She also loved to
sew and crochet, and made many quilts and blankets for her grandchildren.

Viola was preceded by her parents; a son, Joseph H. Benson, in 1969; and her husband, Joseph Benson, in
1980.

She is survived by her sons, Edwin and wife, Diane Mundel of Longview, Wash., and Gary and wife, Lois
Mundel, of Spokane; daughter, Eleanore Hamilton, of Paragould, Ark.; a sister, Martha Buzzell, of Coram; nine
grandchildren, and 19 grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Memorial services will be at 4 p.m. Saturday, March 5, at Kingdom Hall in Columbia Falls. A reception will follow
at the North Valley Senior Center, 205 Nucleus Ave.
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ANTHONY ROBERT "TONY" BENTON, 44
April 03, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Anthony Robert "Tony" Benton, 44, passed away on Thursday, March 31, 2005, at his home in Columbia
Falls.

Tony was born on May 2, 1960, in Albany, Ore., to Robert and Patty Benton.

He had worked as a car salesman for Don K. Chevrolet and was currently working for Mission Valley Motors in
Polson.

He was preceded in death by his father, Robert.

Tony is survived by his girlfriend, Patricia Stidman; his mother, Patty Benton; and three sisters, Linda, Terri and
Karen.

Memorial services will be held at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 5, at the Church of Latter-day Saints, 1780 Talbot
Road in Columbia Falls.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home and Crematory is caring for the family.
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LYLE ALTON BLACKBURN, 51
April 27, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Lyle Alton Blackburn, 51 , passed away Sunday, April 24, 2005, at Kalispell Regional Medical Center in
Kalispell.

Lyle was born Oct. 2, 1953, in Ft. Meyers, Fla. As a young child, Lyle spent his years growing up in the Bigfork
area. He graduated from grade school and then was a self-taught man with many skills.

Lye had worked in various �elds including mechanical, timber industry, construction and was retired from
them all.

Lyle was a real family man who enjoyed camping, �shing and mechanics as a hobby.

Lyle was preceded in death by his parents, Marietta Todd and Lyle Blackburn, and a dear friend, Coby
Bradshaw.

He is survived by his wife and soulmate, Laura Higgins; �ve sons, William and wife, Michelle, of White�sh,
James and wife, Michelle, of Kalispell, Anthony and Lyle Jr., both of Kalispell, and Joey Reczek of Great Falls;
three daughters, Gina Reczek of Great Falls, Amber Donovan at the family home in Kalispell; and Michelle
Sprouse Blackburn of White�sh; a sister, Vera Lockwood and husband, Jim, of Helena; eight grandchildren,
Alexander, Brady, Izabella, Kyla Mae, and Chelsey Blackburn, Allyssa Elavsky, Sean Reczek and Trinity Mestus.

Memorial services will be held 2 p.m. today, April 27, at Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home Chapel.

The family requests memorial contributions to Yellowstone Boys and Girls Ranch, 1732 S. 72nd Street, Billings,
MT 59106; or the local humane society, 43 Woodland Park Drive, Kalispell, MT 59901.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home is caring for the family.
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JOANN KATHERINE GARDING BLECK, 61
December 29, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

On Dec. 23, 2005, Joann Katherine Garding Bleck died as a result of an automobile accident in Spokane.
She was born on Dec. 19, 1944, in Kalispell to Erwin and Eleanor Garding She was raised in Kalispell,
graduated from Flathead High School and lived in Seattle; and then moved to Spokane.

She worked for the K-Mart stores for 32 years, retiring in 2004. Afterwards she enjoyed time spoiling her
grandsons and having time to enjoy her yard and swimming pool, trying to get rich playing the penny
machines at her favorite casino, and spending time with her family and friends.

Joann is survived by her husband, Gary Bleck, of Spokane; daughter and son-in-law, Janet and Mike Mckillip, of
Seattle; sons, Craig and Brad Bleck, of Spokane; and two grandsons, Sean and Matthew Mckillip; one sister,
Sandi Mason, of Colville, Wash.; two brothers, Donald Garding of White�sh, and Daniel Garding of Kalispell,
and numerous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Erwin and Eleanor; sister, Susan Manley; two brothers -in-law, Ray
Manley and Doug Mason; and one sister-in-law, Gail Garding.

Memorial services for Joann will be at a later date in the spring.

The family has requested any memorial contributions to be made to the Diabetic Society or a charity of your
choice.

She will be deeply missed by all her family and friends.
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